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FOREIGN  HEWS  OK  VEGETABLES 


Exports  of  Winter  Vegetables  from  Cuba,  and  Mexico 

Exports  Cuban  vegetables  below  last  season :     About  1 , 0 94 
cars  of  winter  vegetables  were  exported  from  Cuba  to  tthe  United 
States  during  November  and  December  against    1,266.  cars  in  the 
same  period  last  year  and    1,033    cars  in  1235,   reports  Harold 
S.  Tewell,  American  Consul  at  Habana.     The  only  important  com- 
modity to  show  a  substantial  increase  over  the  exports  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  193?    has   been  lima  beans. 

Exports  of  torn? toes  heavy  in  December:     Despite  early 
official  estimates  that  shipments  of  tomatoes  to  the  United 
States  in  December  would  be  from  10  percent  to  30  percent  less 
than  in  December  1936,   exoorts  actually  totaled  427,000  lugs 
compared  with  405,000  lugs  a  year  ago.     Increased  shipments  are 
attributed  to  larger  supplies  in  Cuba  coupled  with  a  good  demand 
in  the  United  States. 

Exports  of  small-sized  tomatoes  during  the  last  two 
weeks  of  December  were  restricted.     Only  20  percent  of  the 
total  shipments  were  permitted  to  comprise  small  sizes  (6x7x6 
pack).     This  restriction  extended  to  January  5.     During  the  week 
of  January  6  to  13,   the  proportion  was  raised  to  25  percent. 
Because  of  an  improvement  in  prices  after  the  holidays  it  was 
believed  that  the  size  restrictions  would  be  lifted  entirely. 

Lima  bean  shipments  increased:     The  equivalent  of  143 
cars  of  lima  beans  were  exported  in  November  and  December  corn-oared 
with  113  in  the  same  months,  last  year.     The  1936  crop  was  damaged 
by  unfavorable  weather. 

Exports  of  most  other  vegetables  show  heavy  decline: 
Exports  of  eggplant,  peppers,   okra,  and  cucumbers  have  all  fallen 
below  those  of  the  same  period  last  season  and  for  the  most  part 
were  below  those  of  November  and  December  of  1935.     Exports  of 
green  peppers  were  expected  to  shew  ax  increase  in  January  since 
the  low  seasonal  duty  became  effective  on  January  1. 
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WINTER  VEGETABLES:     Exports  from  Cuba,  through  Habana  to  the 
United  States,  November-December,   1935  to  1937 


Commodity  1935  1936  1937 


:  Cars  :  Cars  :  Cars 

Tomatoes   !  774  :  947  :  864 

Eggplant   :  25  :  82  :  12 

Peppers   :  12  :  29  :  9 

Okra  :  16  :  27  :  14 

Lima  beans   :  165  :  113  :  143 

Cucumbers  29  :  62  :  43 

Potatoes   :  8  :  3  :  3 

Others   :  4  :  3  ;  6 

Total   :  1,033  !  1,266  :  1,094 


Compiled  by  American  Consulate  at  Habana.     Converted  to  cars  of 
20,000  pounds. 

Ex-ports  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetables  lagging:     A  total  of 
213  cars  of  vegetables  was    exported  through  Nogales  from  the 
Mexican  West  Coast  to  the  United  States  during  the  months  of  November 
and  December  compared  with  329  cars  in  the  same  period  of  1936  and 
207  cars  in  1935,  according  to  a  communication  from  American 
Consul  Thoma.s  K.  Robinson  at  Nogales,   Sonora,  Mexico.  Shipments 
comprised  tomatoes,   green  peas,  and  peppers,  the  bulk  of  the  move- 
ment being  tomatoes.     Exports  were  heavy  during  the  last  half  of 
December  but  the  movement  so  far  this  season  has  fallen  below  early 
season  expectations. 

Tomatoes  running  to  small  sizes:     Continued  warm  weather 
in  the  growing  districts  has  caused  the  fruit  to  ripen  rapidly 
which  has  resulted  in  the  production  of  an  excess  of  small  and 
medium-sized  tomatoes,   states  the  report.     It  is  expected,  however, 
that  as  cooler  weather  approaches',   slower  maturity  will  increase 
the  production  of  larger  sizes.     A  majority  of  the  tomatoes 
offered  for  export  so  far  this  season  were  produced  in  the 
Huatabampo  district  of  soutnern  Sonora.     However,  heavy  shipments 
of  this  commodity  from  the  Los  Mochis  district  in  north  Sinaloa 
are  expected  to  begin  about  the  middle  of  January. 

Heat  damage  to  green  peas  small:     The  damage  to  the  green 
pea  crop  from  excessive  heat  which  was  reported  early  in  the 
season  has  turned  out  to  be  of  minor  consequence.     Little  decline 
in  exports  is  expected  from  this  cause.     The  Huatabama  district 
has  also  produced  a  majority  of  the  green  peas  exported  so  far 
this  season.     Shipments  from  the  Ciudad    Obregon  district  and  from 
northern  Sinaloa  are  expected  to  begin  in  the  near  future. 


Green  -pe-p-pers  ere  of  high  quality:     The  green  pepper 
crop  in  the  Los  Mochis  district  of  northern  Sinaloa  is  of  high 
quality.     The  volume  of  exports  increased  rapidly  the  last  half 
of  December  and  should  continue  to  move  out  in  substantial 
quantities  for  several  v;eeks.    Prices  to  growers  have  been 
satisfactory  so  far. 

WINTER  VEGETABLES:     Exports  from  Mexico  through  Nogales 
to  the  United  States,  November -December,  1935  to  1937 


Commodity  1935  '  1936  \  1957 


:  Cars  :  Cars  :  Cars 

Tomatoes   :  152  :  275  :  171 

Green  peas  :  30  :  22  :  16 

Peppers   :  19  :  29  :  24 

Beans   :  2  :  -  : 

Mixed  :  4  :  3  :  2 

Total   :  207  :  329  :  213 


Compiled  by  the  American  Consulate  at  Nogales. 
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Exports  of  Winter  Vegetables  frog  Cuba  and  Mexico 

Summary 

Exports  of  winter  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  in  November  to  the  end  of  January 
1958  were  slightly  less  than  in  the  same  period  in  the  preceding 
two  seasons,  reports  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Exports 
from  the  Mexican  West  Coast,  on -the  other  hand,  were  somewhat 
larger  than  in  the  same  3-month  period  of  the  1935-36  and  1936-37 
seasons.  •  : 

Total  exports  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  from  November 
through  January  totaled  2,12?  cars  of  which  77  percent  was  tomatoes. 
10  percent  lima  beans,   and  13  percent  other  vegetables.     The  re- 
mainder consisted  of  green  pep-oers,  cucumbers,  eggplant,  okra,  and 
potatoes.     Exports  of  winter  vegetables  from  the  Mexican  Uest  Coast 
through  Nogales  in  the  period  under  survey  were  738  cars.     Of  this 
total  tomatoes  accounted  for  67  r>ercent,  green  peas  19  percent, 
green  peppers  11  percent,  and  all  others  3  percent. 

Experts  of  winter  vegetables  from  Mexican  west  Coast  increase 

Exports  of  tomatoes  and  green  peopers  from  the  Mexican  TCest 
Coast  wore  heavy  in  the  last  half  of  January  and  boosted  the  total 
for  the  season  above  that  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1935-37, 
sta.tes  a  report  from  Vice  Consul  Thomas  M.  Powell  at  Nogales.  Ex- 
ports in  the  last  half  of  January  amounted  to  278  cars  against 
174  in  January  1937  and  181  cars  in  the  same  period  of  1936. 

Exports  in  the  3-month  period  November  through  January  of 
the  current  season  have  totaled  758  cars  against  725  in  1935-37 
and  to  529  cars  in  the  same  period  of  1935-36.     The  increase  is 
greater  than  the  carlot  shipments  indicate  since  cars  have  been 
loaded  somewhat  heavier  this  season.     Exports  on  a  weight  basis 
so  far  this  season  are  about  27  percent  greater  than  in  the  same 
period  of  1936-37.     Exports  of  all  important  vegetables  were  some- 
what larger  than  in  the  same  3  months  of  either  of  the  past  2 
seasons . 
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During  the  past  2  weeks,  the  Huatabampo  district  of  southern 
Sonera  continued  to  furnish  a  majority  of  the  tomatoes  exported  to 
the  United  States.     The  tomato  crops  of  this  district,  however,  are 
rapidly  losing  their  vitality  and,  according  to  local  vegetable  men, 
production  probably  .Till  cease  entirely  within  the  next  3  weeks, 
states  the  Vice  Consul. 

The  tomato  crops  of  Sinaloa  are  rapidly  conning  into  heavy 
production  and  within  2  cr  3  weeks  all  of  the  tomatoes  offered  for 
ex-port  tc  the  Jnited  States  from  the  West  Coast  district  will 
originate  in  northern  and  central  Sinaloa.     Although,  generally 
speaking,  the  tomatoes  pro  ire ed  en  the  Vest  Coast  of  Mexico  during 
the  present  season  have  been  smaller  in  size  thaii  those  of  former 
years,  late  shipments  of  this  commodity  from  the  state  of  Sinaloa 
have  shown  on  improvement  in  size  and  quality. 

Although  exports  of  green  peas  during  the  past  2  weeks  have 
shown  excellent  quality,   shipments  cf  this  commodity  to  the  united 
States  arc  expected  to  cease  entirely  within  the  next  20  days, 
providing  the  pea.  crops  of  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California  escape 
injury  during  that  tine,     As>ide  from  the  long  freight  haul,  shippers 
of  Mexican,  grown  peas  are  ::r  quired  tc  pay  3.9  cents  American  import 
duty  per  pound  on  green  peas  imported  into  the  United  States;  there- 
fare  growers  in  the  West  Coast  district  cannot  compete  successfully 
with  the  California  growers.     It  has  "been  estimated  that  approximately 
15  carloads  of  peas  will  be  forthcoming  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present  season. 

So  far,  green  pepner  exports  tc  the  United  States  from  the 
West  Coast  of  Mexico  have  shown  extra  good  quality  and  have  increased 
steadily  in  volume  as  the  season  progresses.     They  are  expected  to 
continue  in  rather  large  quantities  until  April  of  this  year. 

MEXICO:     Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  tc  the  United  States 
 through  Uogales,  £c vembe r  tc  January,  inclusive  


vegetable  '      1935-36  1936-37      \  1937-38 


•         Cars  i        Cars          :     .  Cars 

Tomatoes   :          328  :          495          ■  493 

Peas   :          119  :          153          :  138 

Peppers   :           53  :           53          :  78 

Green  beans   :             5  :           -            :  5 

Mixed  vegetables   :  24       _j  25  :  24 


Total   ,  529  '.  726  .  738 


Compiled  by  Vice  Consul  Thomas  M.  Powell  from  the  official  reports 

of  the  Uogales  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine 
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Exports  of  Fresh  Vegetabl es  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  Lagging 

Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States 
during  the  first  3  months  ( Nov ember- January )  of  the  1937-38  winter 
vegetable  season  totaled  2,12?  (21,498  short  tons)  compared  with 
2,288  cars  (23,082  short  tons)  in  the  same  period  of  the  1935-37 
soason  and  with  2,328  cars  (22,479  short  tons)  in  those  months  of 
1935-36,  according  to  a  report  from  Harold  S-  Tswell,  American 
Consul  at  Habana.     Lima  beans  and  potatoes  are  the  only  vegetables 
of  importance  to  be  shipped  in  larger  Quantity  than  last  season. 

Arrivals  from  Cuba  during  .January  amounted  to  1,053  cars 
(10,555  short  tons)  or  slightly  more  than  in  January  1937  but  below 
the  1,212  cars  (12,149  short  tons)  received  in  January  1936. 
Vegetables  whi/ch  showed  a  gain  over  a  year  earlier  were  tomatoes, 
green  peppers,  and  potatoes. 

Tomato  exports  to  United  States  markets  in  January  totaled 
786  cars  (419,941  lugs),  or  just  slightly  less  than  in  December. 
The  total  for  the  season  is  1,638  care  (873,527  lugs).  Exports 
during  February  are  estimated  at  375  cars  (200,000  lugs),  states 
Mr.  Tewell.     It  is  believed  that  by  April  30,  when  the  season 
closes,  the  total  will  be  around  2,250  to  2,440  cars  (1,200,000 
to  1,300,000  lugs)  as  compared  with  exports  of  2,618  cars 
(1,395,195  lugs)  in  the  1936-37  season* 

Eggplant  exports  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  were 
smaller  than  in  January  of  the  -oast  2  years  but  were  substantially 
larger  than  those  of  December.;    Exports  for  the  season  through 
January  totaled  53  cars  (21,559  crates).     And  it  does  not  now 
appear  probable  that  they  will  reach  the  299  cars  (121,863  cra.tes) 
exported  during  the  1935-37  sea.son. 

Green  peppers  have  been  leaving  Cuba  in  good  volume.  The 
total  for  the  season  is  82  cars  (35,294  crates).     Since  the 
seasonal  preferential  rate  of  duty  on  that  vegetable  continues 
until  April  30,  total  exports  for  the  season  may  reach  the  165 
cars  (72,805  crates)  shipped  last  sea.son,  reports  the  Consul. 

Okra  exports  were  maintained  at  the  average  level  for 
January  in  other  years  since  the  Trade  Agreement  became  effective; 
they  have  totaled  50  cars  (19,810  hampers)  since  November.  Ship- 
ments from  November  to  April  last  winter  amounted  to  74  cars 
(48,955  hampers). 

Lima  bean  exports  in  January  were  only  half  as  large  as 
those  in  December,  although  not  much  below  total  shipments  in  that 
month  in  previous  years.     Exports  so  far  this  season,  209  cars 
(103,856  baskets),  have  been  slightly  larger  than  in  the  same 
period  last  winter,  and,  barring  crop  damage,  the  total  movement 
for  the  season  probably  will  not  be  less  than  the  247  cars  (122,648 
baskets)  shipped  up  to  April  30,  1937. 
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•  Cteban_  cud^mbers.' moved •  to  United  States  market's  in  smaller 
volume  than  in  December  and  also  less  than  in  January  in  other 
years.     Since  November,   73  oars  ( 27,675  crates)  have'  been  shipped, 
and.-  inasmuch  as •  the  seasonal  -preferential  duty  -  on .  this  vegetable 
is  not  applicable  after  Feoruary  28,   it  is.  unlikely  that.'  total 
exports  for  the  season  ending  in  April  will  reach  the  152  cars 
(  57 ,  352-  crates )  exported  last  year  or  the  139. .'Cars -  (52,761. crates) 
snipped  in  the  previous^  year.  ■•  •  :. 

A  large  domestic  crop  nas  reduced  the  price  of  potatoes  in 
Cuba  this  winter,  and  exports  correspondingly  have  increased.  Ship- 
ments in  January  were  the  largest  for  any  month  on.:  record  except 
April  1356,  when  32  cars  (1.,  143,354  r>ound  s )  wore  exported.  Exports 
so  far  this,  season  have  totaled  29  cars.  (21 ,108. bags-  of  50  pounds 
each),  or  about  6.  cars- (4,000  bag?)  more  than • during  the  same  period 
last  season.  ■ 

CUBA:     Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  to  the  United  States, 
November  to.  January,  inclusive 


Vegetable        .        1935-36        |        1936-37         ,  1937-38 


:  Cars  .  :  C arjs  :  Cars 

Tomatoes   :  1,656    '  ;  1,668  :  1,638 

Eggplant   :  121  :  150  :  53 

Peppers   '  ;>    85  '94''  :  '  '  82 

Okrs  :•  57  :  44  :  30 

Lima  beans  '  -     242  1  •''  :  •  •  :"  "199 '  ':  209 

Cucumber's   :  83  '  :  102  :  73 

Potatoes   :  8'  :  24  :  29 

Others   :  j?S_  :  7_  _±  13 


Total  •:=         2,323       ..  2,283-  2,127 


Supplied  by  Consul  Tewell.irom  "El  Avis. -.dor"  ,  a  private  statistical 
publication,  which  carries  export  figures  compiled  from  ship's 
manifests.     Converted  from  pounds  to  cars  of  20,000  pounds  except 
potatoes  which  were  converted  at  35,000  pounds  to  the  car. 
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Cuban  Winter  Vsgetable  Acreage  Smaller  This  Year 

Plantings  of  tomatoes,  potatoes,  peppers,  eggplant,  and 
cucumbers  are  expected  to  be  below  last  year,  according  to  Harold 
S.  Tewell,  American  Consul  at  Ha  Dana,  Cuba.     The  lima  bean  crop, 
however,  may  be  as  large  as  last  winter.     The  early  tomato  crop 
is  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as  the  past  season  although  the 
late  tomato  crop  prospects  are  below  last  year. 


Tom, 


?„to  plantings  below  last  year 


Available  information  at  this  time  indicates  that  the  acreage 
in  tomatoes  in  Cuba  this  year  will  be  approximately  20  percent  less 
than  in  1937.     The  low  average  returns  from  tomato  exports  to  the 
United  States  last  winter  and  inability  to  obtain  sufficient  fi- 
nancial assistance  are  stated  to  be  factors  that  have  deterred 
growers  from  planting  as  extensively  as  last  year.     On  the  other 
hand,  reduced  farm  income  from  sugar  cane  and  tobacco,  owing  to  the 
lower  prices  prevailing  this  year  for  those  leading  Cuban  crops,  is 
stated  to  have  induced  a  number  of  farmers,  chiefly  in  the  Western 
Provinces,  to  turn  to  an  early  tomato  crop  as  a  source  of  additional 
cash  income  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

While  heavy  rains  during  the  past  ten  days  are  declared  to 
have  destroyed  seed  beds  and  substantial  areas  of  transplanted  fields 
in  some  sections,  it  is  generally  concluded  that  if  conditions  are 
favorable  henceforth  the  early  tomato  crop  available  for  export  from 
November  to  January  may  be  fully  as  large  as  last  winter  (873, COO 
lugs).     First  shipments  are  expected  to  move  to  market  shortly  after 
the  first  of  November. 


Prices  received  for  the  early  harvest  from  the  first  crop 
and  growing  conditions  in  other  areas  are  suggested  as  factors  that 
may  govern  the  acreage  ultimately  set  out  for  the  second  tomato 
crop.     Present  indications  are,  however,  that  the  crop  of  late 
tomatoes,   chiefly  grown  in  Santa.  Clara  Province,  will  be  somewhat 
less  than  last  winter  and  that  total  experts  to  American  markets 
for  the  crop-year  (November  to  April)  will  amount  to  about  1,200,000 
lugs,  as  compared  with  1,433,000  lugs  during  the  last  crop-year. 

Potato  acreage  substantially  smaller 

Based  upon  permits  so  far  requested  for  duty-free  imports 
of  seed,  the  acreage  to  be  planted  in  potatoes  from  October  to 
January  this  season  will  be  substantially  less  than  last  year.  The 
1938  crop  of  both  red  and  white  varieties  (harvested  from  January 
to  May)  has  been  estimated  at  about  1,150,00©  barrels  of  150  pounds 
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each.     While  the  price  of  seed  potatoes  for  the  early  (red  variety) 

crop  is  stated  to  he  about  one  dollar  a  bag  (150  pounds)  less  than  ^ 

last  fall,   lc  sses  on  the  last  crop  and  lack  of  financial  assistance 

for  growers,  arc  stated  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  both  the  first 

(red  variety)  and  second  (white  varieties)  crops  to  ho  harvested 

early  in  1939  will  he  fully  one-fifth  less  than  in  1938. 

Other  vegetables 

The  Cuban  lima  bean  crop  this  winter  will  equal  in  size  that 
of  the  past  season,  according  tc  present  indications.     Exports  to 
the  United  States  from  November  1  to  April  30  last  season  totaled 
182,900  hampers  as  against  122,600  hampers  a  year  earlier. 

Estimates  of  the  pepper  crop  place  the  yield  at  from  25  percent 
to  50  percent  less  then,  last  winter,  because  of  unsatisfactory  market 
conditions  prevailing  during  that  period.     Exports  to  the  United 
States  totaled  85,000  crates  during  the  past  shipping  season  compared 
to  72,800  in  1935-37. 

The  area  to  be  planted  to  eggplant  probably  will  be  reduced, 
some  estimates  placing  the  reduction  as  high  as  30  percent,  and 
cucumber  acreage  probably  will  be  about  15  percent  less  than  last 
winter.     Eggplant  exports  to  the  United  States  from  November  1937 
to  April  1938  reached  133,000  (122,000  in  1936-37)  crates,  and 
cucumbers,  45,000  crates  (57,800  crates  in  1936-37). 


